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Building Online Communities with Drupal

Organic Groups for Drupal 7



OH HAI



The Net as a Social Incubator

http://www.flickr.com/photos/graibeard/4133412468/sizes/o/in/photostream/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/graibeard/4133412468/sizes/o/in/photostream/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/graibeard/4133412468/sizes/o/in/photostream/


Email and Usenet

‣ Email has mostly supplanted usenet for email-
like discussions

‣ “Advanced” or “Rich” features
‣ The key component that Usenet introduced - 

groups and categories



Bulletin Board Systems

‣ BBS’s were in many ways the prototype for 
socially-driven websites of today

‣ Dedicated “applications” for group content
‣ Lots of customization, focus on community 

needs
‣ Forking of communities



The Web
(I hear this is a thing now)



Drupal is a tool for building Incubators
http://www.flickr.com/photos/fws-recovery-act-projects/5532210335/sizes/o/in/photostream/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/fws-recovery-act-projects/5532210335/sizes/o/in/photostream/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/fws-recovery-act-projects/5532210335/sizes/o/in/photostream/


No matter the purpose
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jurvetson/536728722/sizes/o/in/photostream/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jurvetson/536728722/sizes/o/in/photostream/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jurvetson/536728722/sizes/o/in/photostream/


Groups



Organic



Organic Groups!
http://www.flickr.com/photos/michaelnugent/6979989920/sizes/o/in/photostream/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/michaelnugent/6979989920/sizes/o/in/photostream/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/michaelnugent/6979989920/sizes/o/in/photostream/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/dullhunk/5584316541/sizes/o/in/photostream/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/dullhunk/5584316541/sizes/o/in/photostream/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/dullhunk/5584316541/sizes/o/in/photostream/










Core concepts



A Content Type becomes a 
Group Type



Groups are just nodes



Memberships and Roles



Content is “Shared with” an OG
(this is the group content field)



Since Drupal 6

‣ Much more use of Fields instead of custom 
attributes on content

‣ Many previously required modules have been 
split out

‣ And some functionality is now built in to Drupal 
or OG

‣ Serious Panels Integration



A bit of history

http://www.flickr.com/photos/girliemac/6514473085/sizes/o/in/set-72157628409467125/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/girliemac/6514473085/sizes/o/in/set-72157628409467125/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/girliemac/6514473085/sizes/o/in/set-72157628409467125/


What you should know

‣ How to download new modules
‣ Creating content types and adding fields
‣ Creating basic lists of your content with Views
‣ Features and drush can never hurt!



Serious Questions



Defining your content model



What types of groups will you 
need?



What content can be shared 
with those groups?



Will there be any sort of 
permissions or restrictions on 

content?



Community management
(easy to forget for intranets)



<snip />



Actually displaying your content

‣ We get individual node views from Drupal
‣ We don’t get showing group information, or 

group content
‣ Glue in the form of Panels, OG Extras, or 

something else



og_extras + EVA

‣ Brings back everything you know and love from 
the Drupal 6 version

‣ If you just need to spin up a very simple groups 
site, use this

‣ No Painels required





On Structure >> Blocks









og_example
New to Drupal? Want to learn Panels? Mind exploded?

og_example will make everything right.



- DRUSH  6.0-DEV

“og_example requires views_content, entity_token, 
rules, panels, page_manager, views, 
views_bulk_operations, og_ui, og, message, 
message_notify, features, entity, entityreference, 
entityreference_prepopulate, ctools”



Creating content



OG Example adds a “Group” and “Post” content type



By default, the Group content type looks just like a bare content type



Group Group Group Group!





http://www.fotopedia.com/items/flickr-4149139650

PANELS CONFIGVARIANT

http://www.fotopedia.com/items/flickr-4149139650
http://www.fotopedia.com/items/flickr-4149139650






From “scratch”











<snip />







Update and save!



Tada!



- ME, THINKING ABOUT LAYOUTS FOR A LARGE SITE

We can use Panels AND Display Suite, and it’s not 
totally insane? zomgwtfbbq



Handy Admin Pages







The OG Permission Grid Of 
Doom™



Considerations

‣ Performance with multiple node access modules
‣ Group context with multiple groups assigned to 

content
‣ It’s really easy to build a complicated content 

model and forget that all your end users wanted 
was “post” and “group”



Videos

‣ “drupalize.me organic groups”
‣ “gizra og 7 drupalcon london”
‣ drupal.org/project/og


